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President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message

Six years ago the chairman of the FUSTA Nominating Committee called and announced that she had the perfect job for me
because I was about to retire as a full time classroom teacher. I could be the next president of FUSTA. At first I thought she was
joking but when I discovered she was not, I was flattered to even be considered.

Little did I know that the next six years as FUSTA President would become a real job for me with all the perks and pitfalls of full
time employment and the rich rewards of volunteerism.

Looking back, FUSTA has come a long way in six years. During those years there have been some rough bumps in the road that
are to be expected on any journey. There have also been some wonderful moments and accomplishments of which FUSTA can be
very proud. The once rocky relationship with Scotland and ScotDance Canada is a thing of the past, and FUSTA now enjoys an
excellent working relationship with both organizations.

Persistent efforts helped eliminate the ‘No Card No Dance’ rule. The dancers’ registration system works like a well-oiled machine.
FUSTA now has a database of members and registered dancers. Competition organizers now have a central resource in FUSTA.
The Judges’ annual renewal process has been brought into the electronic age and FUSTA’s system became the model used by
the rest of the world.

The By Laws, Policies and Procedures, and Standing Rules were amended and are now more closely aligned with the
organization’s needs and direction. FUSTA is the only SOBHD Affiliate to award an academic scholarship to a Highland Dancer,
and FUSTA is able to provide modest funding for professional development at the regional level.

FUSTA now takes a more active role in running the USIR Championship. Many special touches introduced by members who
stepped forward and offered their time and talents continue to make the event memorable for all participants.
For me, the greatest benefit of being FUSTA President has been the privilege of working with exceptional professionals whose
dedication to FUSTA and to Highland Dance is without equal.

The Executive Committee members are at the head of that list. The opportunity to have worked with Vice President Anne Donlan,
Treasurer Pat Johnston, National Judges’ Committee Chair John Hynd, National Registrar Diane Krugh, Lynne Erbrick who served
as Corporation Secretary for two years, Sharon Farrar the present Corporation Secretary, and Aileen Robertson FUSTA’s head
Scottish Delegate is a gift which I will treasure forever.

Each possesses unique gifts and strengths. Each shares with the others a common commitment to FUSTA, its members and its
mission statement. The group is without renegades and egos but is very definitely not without differing opinions, commitment and
compassion.

Rounding out the list are those dedicated members who during the past six years served as Regional Delegates or chaired
committees. FUSTA has been the beneficiary of their collective efforts and vision and is a far better organization because of them.
In the very first President’s Message I wrote in the fall of 2003 I asked members to consider the privilege of participation in
FUSTA.I thank each of you for permitting me to enjoy that privilege and for the strength and direction you have provided.

As I was growing up my parents always reminded me to leave things a little better than I found them. As a youngster I thought
they meant leaving the bathroom or kitchen cleaner than before I used it. As I grew older, I realized that there was more to that
message. I hope I have left FUSTA a little better for the time we have journeyed together.

Ann Johnson
FUSTA President
2004- 2009



USIR 2009USIR 2009USIR 2009USIR 2009USIR 2009
Nashville, TN

With all the influence of country music, Nashville is inspired to home cooking, country manners and genuine com-
fort southern style. The Southeast region is excited to welcome you in just a few short days to Nashivelle where
you will be able to experience and enjoy our southern charm, hospitality and good old southern flavor.

Please don’t hesitate to contact one of the executive committee members for any questions. Congratulations to all
of our 2009 finalists.

USIR 2009 -USIR 2009 -USIR 2009 -USIR 2009 -USIR 2009 -
Nashville, TN

USIR 2010 -USIR 2010 -USIR 2010 -USIR 2010 -USIR 2010 -
Traverse City, MI

USIR 2011 -USIR 2011 -USIR 2011 -USIR 2011 -USIR 2011 -
Spokane, WA

USIR 2013 -USIR 2013 -USIR 2013 -USIR 2013 -USIR 2013 -
TBD in West

USIR 2014 -USIR 2014 -USIR 2014 -USIR 2014 -USIR 2014 -
TBD in Southwest

USIR 2012 -USIR 2012 -USIR 2012 -USIR 2012 -USIR 2012 -
TBD in East

Official USIR 2010 Merchandise will be available for order in August. Sample items
and order forms will be in Nashville. Check out the website at usir2010.fusta.us/
merchandise.htm for photos of all of our unique and fun items!

The Midwest region still has a limited quantity of our specially designed LizTech Pin
for only $40 (plus $5 shipping). Please contact Mindy Hamilton at thehighlandco@yahoo.com to place
an order. Checks or money orders should be made payable to FUSTA-MW.

USIR 2010USIR 2010USIR 2010USIR 2010USIR 2010
Traverse City, MI



Gladys MacDonald found old copies of “The Piper and Dancer” from 1964 that include some amazing history
of our art. Above is the first page of information. In each upcoming issue we will feature an additional page of

information and history - stay tuned and enjoy! Thanks Gladys!!



Premier dancer Steven MacRae will appear in Douglas
McFarland’s Down Under the Kilt: Reel Men Do Dance on
Friday, July 24th at the Central Cost Leagues Club in Gosford
Park, NSW, Australia. Also appearing will be: Tony Cargill
representing Scotland; Cameron Collins, Vincent Collins and
Desmond Worfolk representing Canada; Kyle Marston
representing Australia and featuring Douglas McFarland. For
tickets and more information visit www.downunderthekilt.com.
Best of luck Steven!

FUSTA member Trisha MacConnell has been a temporary
resident of the NW Region since early March while she
complete an internship in Physical Therapy. She will return to
Duke University in the fall to complete the final year of her DPT
program.

2009 USIR finalists Phoebe Scollard has be will be attending
University of British Columbia in Vancouver, BC in September.

The NW Regions thanks Marie Grimes for the absolutely
outstanding job she has done for the past four years as
Regional Delegate and welcomes Kendra Kostresh-Roettjer
who will be the new regional delegate.

Emma Trentman got married to Rashad
Mahmood on May 24th, 2009. They did
the cakewalk as their first dance, and
will be starting their lives as a married
couple in Egypt in August where they will
live for two years.

Emily Brooks married Derek Sorensen on
June 20th in Lansing, MI. It was a beautiful
day with many dancers present.
Congratulations Emily - best wishes to
you and Derek! At their reception, in
MWHDA tradition, Emily danced a Fling
with all of the dancers!

Laura Donlan graduated cum laude from Upstate Medical
University in Syracuse, New York on May 17  with a Doctorate in
Physical Therapy.

In early June, Highland Dance Boston performed a Highland
Concert. Former dancers and FUSTA members were among
the performers. Robert McOwen, Karen Mahoney, Carolyn
Buractaon, Lindsay Page and Jen Schoonover.

Elizabeth Regan-Kelly and her daughter Jessica recently
made their film debut in “C Me Dance” which was in theatres
this past April.  Elizabeth is currently working on a new movie
called “Warrior” which stars Nick Nolte and his two sons.

Margaret Walker has just completed her junior year at Princeton
and is majoring in history. She is the Vice President of her
dance group on campus and performed a Seann Triubhas in
the Spring show. This summer she has an internship in the
Development Department of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and
is enjoying living in New York. In August she will spend several
weeks in London doing research in the archives of The British
Museum and The Victoria and Albert Museum to gather
information for her senior thesis.

Lindsay Recknagel graduated from the Lovett School May 17th

with Honors and will be attending Rhodes College in Memphis,
TN this fall.



note: no news provided from the Southwest

Peggy Willison and Kathy Eisel’s
students Summer and Russell
Barratt performed for two local
Brownie troops. For their
performance they each earned a
Scouting badge for learning a
traditional dance.  They explained the
Highland Fling and then had the girls
get up and try dancing it. Summer
incorporated her Scouting by wearing  her Cadet sash
and Russell thought it was cool to wear his Webelo shirt
and tie.

FUSTA   FootworkFUSTA   FootworkFUSTA   FootworkFUSTA   FootworkFUSTA   Footwork
AdvertisingAdvertisingAdvertisingAdvertisingAdvertising

Advertising space is still available in each
issue. If you would like to submit an ad,
please e-mail editor Bree Brownlee at
QOSDA@hotmail.com by the 1st of the

month prior to issue date (Feb 1st, May 1st,
Aug 1st). Ads are $35.00 per quarter page
ad per issue or $125.00 per  year. Checks
should be made out to FUSTA . All ads are

quarter page in size and need to be of topics
related to Highland Dance.

Guidelines

Each year in our September issue, we publish the names of
any American dancers who place in Scotland. Names and

placings will be published according to the below
guidelines. It is each teacher’s responsibility to submit

placings to the editor no later than September 5th

Royal Scottish Pipe Band - overall top 6
British Open - overall top 6

British Overseas - overall top 6
Rothesay - overall top 6

Commonwealth - overall top 6
World Finals - overall top 6, finals medal placings & all

finalists

*no judges placings will be listed

Editor’s NotesEditor’s NotesEditor’s NotesEditor’s NotesEditor’s Notes
Happy Summer! In just a few short weeks, we’ll all be
gathered in Nashville for the 2009 USIR. Looking
forward to seeing many of you there. It’s sure to be a
wonderful week filled with some outstanding
dancing.

Our next issue will be released in mid-late
September after the World Championships. Please
submit any news and/or results from Scotland to me
prior to September 5th in order to be included.
QOSDA@hotmail.com. Please note the guidelines
for results to be published in the Americans in
Scotland article.

Also in this issue is a new section - Gladys
MacDonald found historical articles on where and
how Highland Dancing originated. Each issue we will
run portions of these articles. Enjoy!

 ~ Bree Erin Brownlee,
                            FUSTA Newsletter Editor
                            Midwest


